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See pages 3 - 7 for additional 
Convention Information and Registration

2021 NCA Annual Convention 
and Trade Show

By Martin Paris, Executive Director Nevada Cattlemen’s Association

The Nevada Cattlemen’s As-
sociation Annual Conven-

tion is right around the corner! 
We have an engaging line up of 
speakers and events that will 
surely keep you informed and up 

to date with issues that impact our industry.
At Convention, not only are Nevada Cattlemen’s Association (NCA) members 

in attendance, but members of the Nevada Land Action Association (NLAA), 
Nevada CattleWomen, Inc., Nevada Woolgrowers, Nevada Central Grazing Com-
mittee, Nevada Rangeland Resource Commission, vendors that provide services 
to the beef cattle industry and guest speakers to celebrate the Nevada Livestock 
Industry. NCA staff and officers are working hard to provide a memorable and 
educational experience. Come to convention and learn more about how NCA is 
working to increase public awareness of the Nevada livestock industry.

Along with the general sessions, committee meetings take place to set policies. 
This is a chance for you to provide input to a committee chairman on any changes 
to a policy or a new policy that affects our industry and way of life. Participating 
is a great way to get involved and have your voice be heard in the policy-making 

process. As always, top government and industry officials will be on hand to par-
ticipate in the discussions and answer questions.

Registration for convention is on page 7, and on our website. If you are interest-
ed in attending and would like more information, please call the office at 1-775-
738-9214 or email nca@nevadabeef.org.

The forms for exhibit booths and sponsorships have been sent out. If you did 
not receive these forms and wish to receive one please contact us. We would be 
happy to send one to you. The Nevada Cattlemen’s Association would like to thank 
the sponsors and exhibitors for helping make our event a success year after year.

A tentative schedule is on page 5 of this Sage Signals, as well as on our website, 
www.nevadacattlemen.org.

We look forward to seeing you all at convention!

Fallon Livestock, LLC and Nevada Cattlemen’s 
Association are Pleased to Announce

The 19th Annual 
Silver State Classic 

Calf and Yearling Sale
Ranchers, we invite you to consign your cattle to the 19th Annual Special 

Sale, sponsored by the Nevada Cattlemen's Association, in conjunction 
with Fallon Livestock, LLC, where Fallon Livestock, LLC gives a portion of 
the commission back to the Nevada Cattlemen's Association (NCA) for each 
head consigned. This is an Open Consignment Sale. We will have strong buyer 
representation again this year, and there will be competitive bidding on all 
classes of cattle.

If you are planning on bringing calves to the sale, please be sure to make 
arrangements by calling Tommy Lee, Owner, Fallon Livestock, LLC (775) 867-
2020, (775) 741-4523; or for any questions contact Martin Paris, Executive 
Director, Nevada Cattlemen’s Association at (775) 738-9214.

NCA Convention Inspirational 
Breakfast Keynote Speaker, 

Kaitlynn Glover
Kaitlynn Glover serves as the Executive Director of the 

Public Lands Council and the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association Natural Resources. She joined the office in 
January 2020 after spending five years as a policy advi-
sor on agriculture, natural resources, and Tribal policy 
issues for a Western United States Senator.

Prior to moving to Washington, Kaitlynn spent several 
years working for Teagasc, the agriculture semi-state 
authority in Ireland. During that time, she received a 
Masters of Agriscience in Innovation Support from Uni-
versity College Dublin in Dublin, Ireland.

Originally from Wyoming, Kaitlynn has a diverse 
background in agriculture policy and production, and strong ties to grazers, rec-
reationalists, and many other users of public land resources. She is an alumna of 
the University of Wyoming College of Agriculture where she studied agriculture 
communications, international agriculture economics, and farm and ranch man-
agement.
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I was recently referred to as 
a traditionalist in a column 

written by an individual criti-
cizing my beliefs with regards to 

hunting. I actually want to thank that 
individual as I take that as a compliment. That 

is one of the things I appreciate so much about this industry, 
we believe strongly in our heritage and our traditions. This 
is exactly the reason so many in our industry have served in 
leadership roles over the years whether it be Nevada Cattle-
men, National Cattlemen, local, state, and national govern-
ment and other related groups and organizations. We have 
all been the beneficiaries of the dedicated, unselfish work 
that so many have done and I want to thank them for their 
efforts. Because we are traditionalists, our industry and the 
people in our industry have remained strong and successful. 
There was a time when most people in our country were tra-
ditionalists as well. A time, I believe, when our country was 

at its best and a time we need to return to. A year from now, 
we will be in the middle of the election process. I know I will 
be looking for candidates who believe in our country’s her-
itage and traditions. Here’s to being called a traditionalist.

UNR Cooperative Extension 
Creeks and Communities 

Program Training 
PFC Assessment for Integrated 

Riparian Management

—  November 8–10, 2021  —

Via Zoom

Contact: Sherman Swanson 
775-233-6221 or swanson@unr.edu

Fallon All Breeds Bull Sale 
CONSIGNMENTS DUE

—  December 1, 2021  —

Nevada Cattlemen’s Association 
Annual Convention 

& Trade Show

—  December 9–11, 2021  —

Elko Conference Center 
Elko, Nevada

nevadacattlemen.org

Silver State Classic Feeder Sale

—  December 11, 2021  —

Fallon Livestock LLC. 

Fallon, Nevada

http://www.fallonlivestock.com

NCBA Cattle Industry 
Convention & Trade Show

—  February 1–3, 2022  —

George R. Brown Convention Center

Houston, Texas

https://convention.ncba.org

NCA 56th Annual 
Fallon All Breeds Bull Sale

—  February 17–19, 2022  —

Fallon, Nevada

Consignments are due December 1, 2021

nevadacattlemen.org

Upcoming Events

Tom Barnes, President, Nevada Cattlemen’s Association

President’s Perspective

•	Elanco, Kyle Loveland
•	Kirby Manufacturing, Brett Baker
•	Knipe Land Company, John Knipe
•	MWI Animal Health, Tim Harberd
•	Scales NW, Tyson Dunham

We would like to thank the following people for 
joining or renewing their membership with 

Nevada Cattlemen’s Association 
between September 25 and October 25, 2021. 

(New members are in bold.)

Membership Update

Official Publication of the

Nevada Cattlemen’s Association
P.O. Box 310, Elko, NV 89803‑310  |  775‑738‑9214

NevadaCattlemen.org | nca@nevadabeef.org

Tom Barnes, President

Jon Griggs, Pres.-Elect  |  Hanes Holman, 1st Vice Pres.  |  Dave Baker, 2nd Vice Pres.

Ranchers Seek Positive Action from 
Incoming Bureau of Land Management Director

WASHINGTON (October 1, 2021) – The 
Public Lands Council (PLC) and National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) today 
issued the following statement on the Sen-
ate confirmation of Tracy Stone-Manning as 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM):

“The BLM has been without Senate-con-
firmed leadership for multiple years, so 
today’s confirmation is an important step 
for an agency that manages hundreds of mil-
lions of acres across the West. Public lands 

ranchers are ready to get to work with Direc-
tor Stone-Manning, especially because the 
mission of the BLM is critical to the future 
of these Western communities,” said NCBA 
Executive Director of Natural Resources and 
PLC Executive Director Kaitlynn Glover. “The 
BLM is an important partner to ranchers 
across the West, and it is our expectation that 
Director Stone-Manning uphold the law, sup-
port multiple use management, and recognize 
the important role ranchers play in managing 
and conserving these large landscapes.”

mailto:swanson@unr.edu
http://nevadacattlemen.org
http://www.fallonlivestock.com
https://convention.ncba.org/general-information
http://nevadacattlemen.org
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See you there!

Elko, Nevada December 9-11

Gold SponsorsPlatinum Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Exhibitors
•	 American AgCredit

•	 Bayer Environmental Science
•	 Bison Pipe & Supply LLC
•	 Boss Tanks
•	 D & S Designs

•	 Double Bar J Cashmere

•	 Elanco Animal Health

•	 Greenway Seed
•	 Hygieia Biological Laboratories
•	 Intermountain Farmer’s Association

•	 Kirby Manufacturing

•	 Knipe Land Company

•	 Laird Mfg.
•	 Lewis Cattle Oilers

•	 Moly Mfg., LLC
•	 MWI Animal Health

•	 Neff Equipment

•	 Pro Group Management-Nevada 
Agricultural Self Insurance Group

•	 Saddle Sore Wild Rags

•	 Scales NW

•	 Scales Unlimited, Inc.
•	 Simplot Western Stockmen’s
•	 Snyder’s Pinenut Livestock Supply
•	 Sweet Pro North West 

by the Rising B
•	 WSR Insurance
•	 Zoetis

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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“Watering the West”

Office: (775) 738-2677
Fax: (775) 738-2367

www.bosstanks.com
7861 E. Idaho St.  •   P.O. Box 70  •  Elko, NV 89803

A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Call 800.800.4865 today  
or visit AgLoan.com/Generations

American AgCredit has been a trusted partner to agriculture 

for over 100 years. In that time, we have worked with many 

family-owned operations that are still thriving today.  

Whether you are buying your first piece of ground or 

expanding the family farm, we can help with the right 

financial solutions and unmatched expertise in agriculture. 

FOR GENERATIONS  
TO COME
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Thursday, December 9

	 9:00 am - 5:00 pm	 Registration for Convention

	 10:00 am - 11:30 am	 Rangeland Resources Commission 

	 11:30 am - 2:30 pm	 Central Grazing Committee Meeting 

	 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm	 Nevada CattleWomen: Extempt Speaking, Prepared Speaking,  
Creed Contest

	 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm	 Exhibitor Move-In

	 2:30 pm - 3:30 pm	 Nevada Land Action Association Meeting

	 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm	 Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting 

	 5:00pm - 6:30 pm	 NV CattleWomen's Board of Directors Meeting 

	 6:30 pm	 Night on the Town-Free Night to Explore Elko,  
Dinner on Your Own

Friday, December 10
	 7:30 am - 5:00 pm	 Registration Open

	 7:30am- 11:00 am	 NV CattleWomen's Breakfast & CattleWomen's General 
Membership Meeting

	 7:30 am - 11:30 am	 NV Woolgrower’s Breakfast

	 8:00 am - 9:00 am	 Research and Education Committee Meeting

	 8:30 am- 10:30 am	 Nevada CattleWomen- Meat ID and Carcass Grading

	 9:00 am - 7:00 pm	 Trade Show Open to All NCA Convention Attendees

	 9:00 am - 9:30 am	 Trade Show Break 

	 9:30 am - 10:30 am	 General Session #1 CattleFax 

	 10:30 am - 12:00 pm	 Animal Health & Livestock Issues Committee Meeting 

	 12:00 pm -1:30 pm	 NV Beef Council: Beef Promotion Lunch

	 1:30 pm - 2:45 pm	 Private Lands & Environmental Health Committee Meeting

	 2:00 pm- 5:00 pm	 Nevada CattleWomen- Ag Sales Contest

	 2:45 pm - 3:00 pm	 Break in Trade Show

	 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm	 Public Lands Committee Meeting

	 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm	 National Finals Rodeo Watch Party 

Saturday, December 11
	 7:30 am - 5:00 pm	 Registration Open

	 7:30 am - 9:00 am	 Inspirational Breakfast 

	 8:30 am- 10:30 am	 Nevada CattleWomen- Cattle Contest

	 9:00 am - 6:00 pm	 Trade Show Open to all NCA Convention Attendees

	 9:00 am - 9:30 am	 Trade Show Break

	 9:30 am - 10:30 am	 NCBA D.C. Issues Update

	 10:30 am - 12:00 pm	 General Session #2 What the Heck Do They Want?

	 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm	 Lunch in the Trade Show

	 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm	 General NCA Membership Meeting

	 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm	 NV Cattlemen's BOD Meeting

	 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm	 Last Call Reception

	 6:00 pm	 Trade Show Closes

	 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm	 NCA Cocktail Hour

	 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm	 NCA Awards Banquet

Convention
86th joint annual

trade showtrade show&&

Second General Session: 

What the Heck 
Do They Want?

Join us for a very informative session with land and wildlife agency profession-
als on what they expect from the livestock industry when it comes to sage grouse, 
Lahontan Cutthroat Trout, and other rangeland health standards. There will be 
ample time for discussion, questions, and answers.

Committee Meetings
Committee meetings are open to everyone.

During the meeting, Nevada Cattlemen’s Association members will set priority 
direction for the Association. In these meetings, you will get the latest on Legis-
lative Affairs, Research and Education updates, Private Lands, Federal Lands, and 
Animal Health and Livestock Issues.

First General Session: 

CattleFax
Featuring Patrick Linnell, CattleFax Analyst

Born and raised in Eastern Oregon, Patrick Linnell grew 
up with a commercial and registered cattle background. 
Patrick graduated with a bachelor’s degree in animal 
science and agricultural business from Colorado State 
University where he was a member of both the meats and 
livestock judging teams, as well as very involved in other 
clubs. In the fall of 2017, he received a master’s degree in 
agricultural economics from CSU. His research focused on 
price forecasting and fed cattle markets.

Patrick joined CattleFax as an analyst in January 2018. 
His primary responsibilities include fundamental research and analysis focusing 
on cattle markets, as well as risk management. Patrick also covers CattleFax 
members in the western states region and writes for CattleFax publications.

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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Allied Industry 
Trade Show

Don’t miss your opportunity to get into the trade show and find out about up-
and-coming products and services from Allied Industries. The booths are filled 
with great businesses and agencies that support and enhance our industry. The 
trade show will be open Friday from 9:00 a.m.– 7:00 p.m. and from 9:00 a.m. – 
6:00 p.m. on Saturday.

Annual Awards Banquet
At our Annual Awards Banquet this year’s recipients for the President’s Award, 

Allied Industry Award, Teacher of the Year, Hall of Honor, 100,000 Mile Club, and 
the 2021 Cattlemen of the Year Award will be announced.

Hotel Accommodations
Maverick Casino & Hotel

2065 Idaho Street, Elko, NV 89801
775-738-2111

Two Queens/One King Room
Rate: $79.00 plus 14% Occupancy Tax
Code: Nevada Cattlemen’s Association

Shutters Hotel
3650 East Idaho Street, Elko, Nevada, 89801

775-777-1200
Two Queens/One King Room

Rate: $65 plus 14% Occupancy Tax
Code: NCA

Holiday Inn Express
2542 Ruby Vista Dr.,Elko, NV 89801

775-738-8787
Two Queens/One King Room

Rate: $92 plus 14% Occupancy Tax 
Code: NCA

View and Purchase this Beautiful
Custom-made Swift Built Trailer

SPECIALLY PRICED AT A CONSIDERABLE
DISCOUNT DURING THE CONVENTION

A portion of the profi ts will go to the NCA
for all the work they do to protect our industry!

View and Purchase this Beautiful
Custom-made Swift Built Trailer
On display at this year’s 

Nevada Cattlemen’s 
Association Convention

 — December 9–11, 2021 in Elko, Nevada —

DAVY STIX: 775-741-7849 • TOMMY LEE: 775-741-4523
FALLON, NEVADA

Convention
86th joint annual

trade showtrade show&&
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NEVADA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
 
 

 
  
  

Pre-Registration 
 No. Tickets $ Amount 

Cattlemen’s	All-Inclusive	Registration	
*denotes inclusion, save $25.00 

$295	   

	Full	Registration	
Includes Meetings, Trade Show, Lunch in the Tradeshow, and all General Sessions.  

     (All meals may be purchased separately below) 

$125	   

Non-NCA	Member	Full	Registration	
Includes Meetings, Trade Show, Lunch in the Tradeshow, and all General Sessions. (All meals may be purchased 
separately below) 

$135	   

Young	Cattlemen	Registration	
Includes a Full Registration, NFR Watch Party, NV Beef Council’s Beef Promotional Lunch, Inspirational Breakfast, and NCA’s Annual 
Awards Banquet.  

$200	   

NV	CattleWomen,	Inc.	Registration	 								$115	
Includes a Full Registration and NV CattleWomen, Inc. Breakfast.   

  

Daily	Meeting	Registration	(Excludes access to meal functions)            $60	
Please provide name of the Day:	

  

 

Meals: Friday, December 10 No. Tickets $ Amount 

NV WoolGrowers Breakfast (Sponsored)   
Nevada Cattlewomen, Inc. Breakfast                                                                                                                             $40	   

*NV Beef Council: Beef Promotion Lunch  $50	   

*National Finals Rodeo Watch Party                                                                                                                                    $15   
 

Meals: Saturday, December 11 No. Tickets $ Amount 

*Inspirational Breakfast $45	   

*NCA Annual Awards Banquet $85	   

PRE-REGISTRATION CLOSES AND MUST BE POSTMARKED BY NOVEMBER 22, 2021. 
ON-SITE REGISTRATION COSTS WILL INCREASE. NO MEAL TICKETS WILL BE SOLD 
ON-SITE. 

TOTAL:

	

Name(s) attending:    
Local  Affiliation:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Payment Amount:  $                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Payment Method: CHECK (Please make checks to Nevada Cattlemen’s Association) 

 

Card #:   Expiration:  /    

 Name on Card:     
Cardholder’s Phone Number:                                                                                                                                                                      
Billing Address:    
City:    State:    Zip Code:    

Signature:    

Mail: Nevada Cattlemen’s Association 
PO Box 310, Elko, NV 89803 

Email: nca@nevadabeef.org 
 

 

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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Opinion

Will Farmers and Ranchers be Taxed Out of Agriculture?
Katherine E. Merck, Budd-Falen Law Offices, LLC

As the Biden administration’s inevitable changes to the tax policy take shape, 
one thing remains constant: agriculture is under attack.

The House Ways and Means Committee, which has jurisdiction over taxation, 
released draft legislation on September 13, 2021. As written, the proposed leg-
islation would lower the amount that a person can transfer by gift or through 
an estate before incurring taxes, a change that will disproportionately impact 
agriculture.

Currently, a person may transfer a total of $11.7 million by gift or through their 
estate essentially tax-free and any amount above that is taxed by the federal gov-
ernment. This amount was raised by the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and is set to 
sunset in 2026, meaning that the exemption level would revert to $5 million per 
person, adjusted for inflation to about $6 million per person. The currently pro-
posed legislation, however, would move the date of the reduction up to January 1, 
2022. The tax on the portion of an inherited farm or ranch estate that is over the 
exemption level is 40% and must be paid within 9 months of death.

Although this amount is often discussed simply in terms of estate taxes, it 
also includes any gifts above the annual gift exemption. Currently, a person may 
annually gift $15,000 each to an unlimited number of recipients without being 
taxed. Any amount above that uses up part of the lifetime exemption. For exam-
ple, a gift of $20,000 to a person in a single year will diminish the total lifetime 
gift and estate tax exemption by $5,000.

While these numbers may seem high at first glance, especially for those familiar 
with the low liquidity of agriculture operations, they include the value of land and 
other non-liquid assets such as equipment. In other words, this amount includes 
the total value of a farm or ranch, not just the money in the bank. Generally, the 
most valuable asset of a farm or ranch is the land itself, which typically continues 
to appreciate over time. In many parts of the country, hot real estate markets are 
inflating the price of land to a point that a lowered exemption level is likely to 
trigger gift and estate taxes upon transfer through gift or inheritance.

Another major concern for agriculture under this administration is a change to 
step up in basis, and advocates for agriculture throughout the country collective-
ly breathed a sigh of relief when the proposed legislation did not contain such a 
change. The proposed legislation is still subject to multiple rounds of debate and 
revision, so the threat of a change to step up in basis is by no means gone.

“Step up in basis” means that when property is passed at death, its value is 
adjusted to the current fair market value. When a property is sold, the owner is 
taxed on the difference between the current market value and their “basis” in the 
property, meaning the value of the property at the time they acquired it. This dif-
ference is referred to as a capital gain or loss, which is then federally taxed. A step 
up in basis reduces the capital gains realized by the inheriting generation because 
the calculation is based on the appreciation of the land during their ownership 
rather than since the original family purchase. Since land typically appreciates 
over time, an elimination of or tax on step up in basis would disproportionately 
impact generational transfers in agriculture.

Despite the proposed legislation not including this change, it is not completely 
off the table. The proposed legislation is not set in stone yet and such a change may 
easily be added back through the extensive revision process prior to congressional 
approval. Additionally, Biden’s “American Families Plan” released on April 28, 
2021, supports limitations on the existing step up in basis.

Although the current elimination of changes to step up in basis are a move in 
the right direction, changes negatively impacting the generational transfer of 
farms and ranches are inevitable under the current administration. Estate taxes 
can bankrupt an operation, so farmers and ranchers need to reassess their estate 
plans to protect their operations for future generations. Hopefully, our country 
will realize the disastrous implications of taxing agriculture out of business be-
fore it is too late. In the meantime, estate planning is one of the most powerful 
tools we can use to keep the industry alive for the next generation.

Nevada Water Solutions LLC

Thomas K. Gallagher, PE
775•825•1653  /  FAX 775•825•1683
333 Flint Street / Reno, NV 89501
tomg@nevadawatersolutions.com

Water Rights / Resource Permitting Expertise

Over 31 years of experience with the Nevada State Engineer’s O�  ce

Cowboy Arts
Gear Museum

&

542 Commercial Street ✦ Elko, Nevada

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10-5 ✦ Free Admission
Donations always accepted! ✦ 775-389-1713

Showcasing the rich history, culture and traditions of the
American Cowboy, connecting the past to the present

Located in G.S. Garcia’s 1907 Saddle Shop
Saddles, Bits, and Spurs from many makers on display!

Guardians of the western tradition — preserving theGuardians of the western tradition — preserving the
heritage & craftsmanship of the cowboy of the American Westheritage & craftsmanship of the cowboy of the American West
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Look for the catalog and videos on our website: www.wvmcattle.com

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

WATCH & LISTEN
TO THE SALE

ON THE WEB AT:

For more information call (530) 347-3793
or email wvm@wvmcattle.com

TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 30, 2021

Silver Legacy
Reno, Nevada

Consignment Deadline:
Thursday, November 11

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 6, 2022

WVM Headquarters
Cottonwood, California

Consignment Deadline:
Wednesday, December 29

UPCOMING SALES
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NEVADA’S PREMIER 
WATER RIGHTS 

ENGINEERING COMPANY
We provide a wide range of water right and resource development 

services that can be customized to meet your needs.
Our team works directly with you to develop the best solution for 

your farm, ranch, business or home.

WATER RIGHTS PROJECTS
APPLICATIONS & EXTENSIONS

WATER RIGHT IDENTIFICATION & ANALYSIS
PROOF OF BENEFICIAL USE

GROUND & SURFACE WATER MAPPING
BUYER/SELLER/OWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE

OWNERSHIP TRANSFER
WATER RIGHT LITIGATION SUPPORT

www.turnipseedengineering.com 

SERVING ALL OF NEVADA                    

Michael Turnipseed, P.E.
David G. Hillis, Jr., P.E.

775-885-2101  
Carson City, Nevada  

Over 50 Years 
Combined 

Experience

Melany Aten to serve as new Program Manager 
of the Nevada Conservation Districts Program

The Nevada Department of Conservation and Nat-
ural Resources (NDCNR) is excited to announce that 
Melany Aten will serve as the new Program Manag-
er for the Nevada Conservation Districts Program 
(NCDP). As NCDP’s Program Manager, Aten will col-
laborate with Nevada’s 28 conservation districts and 
the State Conservation Commission to help advance 
natural resource conservation and management 
across the State’s diverse rural and urban landscapes.

Aten has worked in all areas of natural resource 
project management and planning for more than 15 
years, and has been with the Nevada Conservation 
Districts Program since 2017. Aten has been serving 
as Interim Conservation Districts Program Manager 
since January 2021, and she is an active member of 
the Nevada section of the Society for Range Manage-
ment and The Wildlife Society.

Previously, Aten was the Winnemucca and Western 
Region Conservation Specialist supporting Conser-
vation District Boards in planning and implementing 

grant projects to help restore and enhance natural 
ecosystems in Nevada’s rural communities. She also 
worked for the USDA Agricultural Research Service 
as a research assistant focused on Nevada’s critical 
rangeland issues including invasive species, native 

seed projects, and Juniper expansion. Additionally, 
she served as a partner biologist and conservation 
planner with the USDA Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service implementing conservation projects 
on over 75,000 acres, including developing wildlife 
enhancement strategies and innovative monitoring 
programs for ranchers and land managers.

“We are very fortunate to have Melany at the helm 
of the Nevada Conservation Districts Program,” 
said Dominique Etchegoyhen, Deputy Director of 
NDCNR. “Her deep knowledge and collaborative 
leadership will be instrumental to addressing Ne-
vada’s critical environmental challenges in the 
years ahead. With the mounting impacts of climate 
change, Nevada’s Conservation Districts play a vital 
role in creating healthy, resilient, sustainable ecosys-
tems in every corner of the state. We look forward to 
working with Melany to foster environmental stew-
ardship on the ground by bringing people together in 
locally-led conservation.”

Submitted

Nevada Department of Conservation & Natural Resources

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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Selling all classes of livestock:
CATTLE  HORSES  SHEEP  GOATS  PIGS

Every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m.

Tommy Lee, Owner
(775) 867-2020  •  (775) 741-4523

Fallon Livestock, LLC
2055 Trento Lane • 775-867-2020

Fallon Livestock, LLC is the key market for Nevada livestock producers, and the
Home of the Fallon All Breeds Bull Sale every February, and

the Silver State Classic Special Calf and Yearling Sale held every December
sponsored by the Nevada Ca� lemen’s Association

Bureau of Land Management

BLM Seeks Comments:
Proposed Extension of Withdrawal of Public Land for 

Possible Future Transfer to the Department of the Navy
CARSON CITY, Nevada – The Bureau of Land Man-

agement is seeking public comments on the proposal 
to extend the withdrawal of 694,838.84 acres of feder-
al land in Churchill, Lyon, Mineral, Nye and Pershing 
Counties, Nevada, for an additional four years. The 
purpose of the proposed withdrawal extension is to 
maintain current environmental baseline conditions, 
which would allow the BLM and the Department of 
the Navy to evaluate management of the land and 
consider a future legislative transfer of the land to the 
Navy’s jurisdiction.

The proposal would continue the current withdraw-
al of lands from all forms of appropriation, subject 
to valid existing rights, under the public land laws, 
including the mining laws, the mineral leasing laws, 
and the geothermal leasing laws, for four years for 
land management evaluation purposes and to main-
tain the current environmental baseline.

If approved, this proposal would extend for four 

years the withdrawal of an additional 68,809.44 acres 
of public land in the Dixie Valley Training Area from 
the mineral leasing laws for land management eval-
uation purposes, subject to valid existing rights (see 
Federal Register Notice 2016- 21213 [81 FR 60736]).

Comments on the proposed withdrawal extension 
should be received on or before January 10, 2022. In 
addition, a virtual public meeting will be held Decem-
ber 9, 2021, 4:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada). 
The Zoom link for the Bureau of Land Management - 
Carson City Land Management Evaluation Withdraw-
al Extension - Virtual Public Meeting is as follows:

Register in advance for this webinar: https://emp-
si.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D_Kw02L0TuSr-
S6we67_LdQ

After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the webi-
nar to help the public understand the proposed with-
drawal and the associated decision-making process.

The BLM will accept comments on the proposed 
withdrawal extension through the following methods:

•	 E-mail: Email: blm_nv_ccdowebmail@blm.gov 
with the subject line “LME Withdrawal Exten-
sion

•	 Fax: 775-885-6147

•	 Mail: BLM Carson City District, Attn: LME 
Extension, 5665 Morgan Mill Road, Carson 
City, NV 89701

The Federal Register Notice is available on the 
Federal Register web page at: https://www.federal-
register.gov/documents/2021/10/12/2021-22137/
notice-of-proposed-extension-of-public-land-order-
no-7873-and-public-meeting-nevada

For further information, contact Colleen Dingman, 
Project Manager, at (775) 885-6168 or email at cj-
dingman@blm.gov.

https://empsi.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D_Kw02L0TuSrS6we67_LdQ
https://empsi.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D_Kw02L0TuSrS6we67_LdQ
https://empsi.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D_Kw02L0TuSrS6we67_LdQ
mailto:blm_nv_ccdowebmail@blm.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/12/2021-22137/notice-of-proposed-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7873-and-public-meeting-nevada
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/12/2021-22137/notice-of-proposed-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7873-and-public-meeting-nevada
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/12/2021-22137/notice-of-proposed-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7873-and-public-meeting-nevada
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/12/2021-22137/notice-of-proposed-extension-of-public-land-order-no-7873-and-public-meeting-nevada
mailto:cjdingman@blm.gov
mailto:cjdingman@blm.gov
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Celebrating 100 Years of

COMMITMENT
Kim Dow named as new 

BLM Sierra Front 
Field Manager

Carson City, Nev. – Kim Dow has been named the new 
Field Manager for the Carson City District’s Sierra Front 
Field Office.

Dow started her career with the BLM as a volunteer, 
later becoming an intern through the Student Career 
Experience Program. After graduating college, Dow be-
gan her permanent career as a wildlife biologist in BLM 
California’s Folsom Field Office. In 2006, she joined 
BLM Nevada holding several positions at the Nevada 
State Office, including Management and Program An-
alyst, Natural Resource Specialist, Fisheries Program 

Lead, Renewable Energy Coordinator, and most recently Branch Chief for Renew-
able Resources.

“I am eager to start the next chapter of my career with Sierra Front Field Office. 
This field office offers many opportunities for people to explore and enjoy their 
public lands,” said Dow. “It is exciting to be part of this team.”

Dow is a California native and a graduate of California State University Sacra-
mento, with a Bachelor of Science in Conservation Biology. Dow’s time away from 
work is spent with her family participating in Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, and sports.

Bureau of Land Management 
names new 

Stillwater Field Manager
Carson City, Nev. – Jake Vialpando has been named 

the new Field Manager for the Carson City District, Still-
water Field Office.

Vialpando started his career as a Range Conservation-
ist Cooperative student with the BLM Boise District. The 
majority of Vialpando’s career was in the Owyhee Field 
Office where he worked as a Rangeland Management 
Specialist, Wild Horse & Burro Specialist, and a Supervi-
sory Rangeland Management Specialist. Vialpando has 
experience as a wildland firefighter and worked as the 
District Renewable Resource Coordinator with the BLM 

High Desert District in Rock Springs, WY, before moving back to Boise where he 
was the Project Manager over Idaho's Grazing Permit Renewal Team (GPRT). In 
2014, Vialpando moved to Reno where he served as the supervisor for the GPRT. 
Vialpando has been the Acting Stillwater Field Manager since January 2021.

“I am honored to be part of the hardworking Stillwater Field Office team,” said 
Vialpando. “My goal is to draw upon my own successes and failures to support the 
team's success going forward.”

Vialpando is a Wyoming native and a graduate of the University of Wyoming 
with a bachelor’s degree in Rangeland Management/Ecology. Vialpando’s time 
away from work is spent with family and bowhunting.

Bureau of Land Management

Submitted

Submitted

www.nevadacattlemen.org


NEVADA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION14  •  NOVEMBER 2021    SAGE SIGNALS



WWW.NEVADACATTLEMEN.ORG SAGE SIGNALS    NOVEMBER 2021  •  15

USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken Ranchers to 
Estimate Compensation for Feed Transportation Costs

Assistance also available for water hauling expenses
WASHINGTON, Oct. 13, 2021— An online tool is now available to help ranch-

ers document and estimate payments to cover feed transportation costs caused 
by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) updated the program this year to include feed transportation 
costs as well as lowered the threshold for when assistance for water hauling 
expenses is available. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin taking appli-
cations this fall.

“Drought has had a tremendous impact on producers, and we are thinking out-
side the box to help producers mitigate the effects of drought, which is a necessary 
first step to realizing the Secretary’s vision of ensuring agricultural producers 
get a fair share of the food dollar,” said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. 
“From climate change to COVID-19, we are continuously working to make our 
programs as flexible as possible and so they effectively help producers face today’s 
challenges.”

The new ELAP Feed Transportation Producer Tool is a Microsoft Excel workbook 
that enables ranchers to input information specific to their operation to deter-
mine an estimated payment. Final payments may vary depending on eligibility.

To use the tool, ranchers will need:
•	 Number of truckloads for this year.
•	 Mileage per truckload this year.
•	 Share of feed cost this year (if splitting loads).
•	 Number of truckloads you normally haul.
•	 Normal mileage per truckload.
•	 Share of normal feed cost

The tool requires Microsoft Excel, and a tutorial video is available at fsa.usda.
gov/elap.

Updates to ELAP

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees 
and farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or 
loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. ELAP now covers 
feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted. 
This includes places where:

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. 
Drought Monitor; or

Drought intensity is D3 or greater.
The tool calculates the estimated payment for feed transportation assistance, 

but it is not an application. Once FSA begins accepting applications later this 
fall for feed transportation assistance, ranchers should contact their FSA county 
office to apply. To simplify the application process, ranchers can print or email 
payment estimates generated by this tool for submission to FSA. The deadline 
to apply for ELAP, including feed transportation costs, for 2021 is Jan. 31, 2022.

ELAP already covers above normal costs for hauling water to livestock in areas 
where drought intensity is D3 or greater on the drought monitor. FSA is also 
updating ELAP to also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight 
consecutive weeks, lowering the threshold for this assistance to be available. 
Program benefits are retroactive for 2021.

Payment Calculations

USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of feed transportation costs above 
what would have been incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as under-
served (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or military veteran) 
will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost above what would have 
been incurred in a normal year.

USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that 
will not include the first 25 miles and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation 
miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal cost to transport hay or feed if 
the producer normally purchases some feed. For 2021, the initial cost formula of 
$6.60 per mile will be used (before the percentage is applied).

Eligibility

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing 
and producers must have incurred feed transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 
2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to FSA, producers 
are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related docu-
mentation in the event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA 
County Committee.

More Drought Recovery Information

USDA has taken additional steps to assist drought-impacted producers, includ-
ing:

•	 Extending deadlines for crop insurance premium and administrative fees, 
and deferring interest accrual.

•	 Streamlining and accelerating losses and issuance of indemnity payments for 
crop insurance.

•	 Investing $41.8 million through a four-state pilot of the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program Conservation Incentive Contracts focused on 
drought practices.

•	 Investing $15 million through a block grant to the Klamath Drought Re-
sponse Agency to provide payments to producers to reduce irrigation demand.

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On 
farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and land-
owners determine all program or loan options available for disaster recovery 
assistance. For details, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In 
the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system 
with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer 
markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers 
and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and 
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.
usda.gov.

U.S. Department of Agriculture

www.nevadacattlemen.org
http://fsa.usda.gov/elap
http://fsa.usda.gov/elap
http://farmers.gov
http://www.usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov
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NCBA Welcomes Cattle Contract 
Library Bill Amid 

Ongoing Push for Transparency
WASHINGTON (October 20, 2021) — Today, the National Cattlemen's Beef As-

sociation (NCBA) welcomed the introduction of the Cattle Contract Library Act, 
led by Rep. Dusty Johnson (R-SD) and Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-TX).

The bipartisan bill would establish a cattle contract library within USDA's Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service (USDA-AMS), equipping cattle producers with the 
market data they need to make informed business decisions and exert greater 
leverage in negotiations with major meatpackers.

The cattle contract library is widely supported by industry groups and lawmak-
ers on both sides of the aisle, and the introduction of this legislation comes after 
more than a year of NCBA pushing for the creation of the library.

"After more than a year of upheaval, facing everything from extreme drought to 
supply chain disruptions, many cattle producers have been backed against a wall. 
We need to act urgently to provide them with relief," said NCBA President Jerry 
Bohn. "There is no single, silver bullet solution to the wide variety of needs among 
our diverse membership, but lawmakers can start by focusing on viable solutions 
that have broad-base support across the industry. The cattle contract library is 

one such solution, and it will help our producers command more leverage in nego-
tiations with the packers. We appreciate the work of Congressman Johnson and 
Congressman Cuellar to move the ball forward on this urgent issue."

Earlier this month, NCBA Vice President and South Dakota rancher Todd 
Wilkinson testified before the House Agriculture Committee and underscored the 
need for greater transparency in cattle markets. One of the solutions he advocat-
ed for was the creation of the cattle contract library, as well as full reauthorization 
of Livestock Mandatory Reporting (LMR).

Background

NCBA has long advocated for increased transparency in the cattle and beef 
supply chain.

In August 2021, NCBA succeeded in pushing USDA to make more market data 
publicly available. The agency began publishing a new daily report on the foun-
dational prices used in cattle market formulas, grids, and contracts, and a new 
weekly report on the volume of cattle purchased at each different level of pricing.

In June 2021, NCBA led a letter with the support of more than 36 state affiliate 
groups urging Congress to act on the reauthorization of LMR. LMR is the legisla-
tive mandate that requires large meat processors to regularly report information 
on their transactions, such as the price they pay for livestock and the volume of 
purchases.

In May 2021, NCBA met with American Farm Bureau Federation, Livestock 
Marketing Association, National Farmers Union, R-CALF and U.S. Cattlemen's 
Association to discuss urgent concerns and the need for a cattle contract library 
was one of three priorities agreed upon by these disparate groups.

The introduction of the Cattle Contract Library Act follows months of NCBA 
engagement to ensure Members of Congress understand the most urgent needs 
facing cattle producers, the complex cattle market conditions influencing these 
outcomes, and the risks of adopting one-size-fits-all policy solutions that may 
hurt producers' bottom line.Special Feeder Cattle Sales
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