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2023 
Scholarship 
Recipients 
Announced

By: Martin Paris, NCA Executive Director

The Nevada Cattlemen’s Association Research and 
Education Committee is pleased to announce four 

scholarship recipients this year. The NCA would like to con-
gratulate Jackson Dahl of Ruby Valley, NV and Madison 
Wachtel of Wells, NV for being selected as the 2023 NCA 
Scholarship recipients. We would also like to congratulate 
Anthony Barnes from Jiggs, NV and Kerstyn Countryman 
from Washoe Valley, NV for being selected as the 2023 
Marvel- Andrae Scholarship recipients.

The NCA annually awards a scholarship to a first-year 
college student beginning to pursue an education within 
the agricultural industry. This award is open to all Nevada 
high school graduating seniors planning to attend a junior 
or four-year university and majoring in an agricultural re-
lated field. The NCA also awards a second scholarship, the 
Marvel/Andrae Scholarship, which is targeted toward stu-
dents either going into their first year of college or already 
enrolled in college and working towards a degree in agri-
culture economics, agriculture business, or the animal/
meat science fields. We would also like to recognize Agri 
Beef for their support of the Marvel-Andrae Scholarship 
program. The NCA greatly appreciates our partnership 
with Agri Beef and thank them for their continued support 
of students pursuing careers in agriculture.

Both scholarships are awarded to exceptional students 
who work hard, excel academically, and work to represent 
agriculture in a positive way. We thank all the students 
that applied for these scholarships and are confident that 
they will all be strong future advocates for our ranching 
and farming communities.

Congratulations again to Jackson, Madison, Anthony, 
and Kerstyn. We wish them the best of luck on their future 
endeavors! We’re very proud of them and are confident 
that they will continue to serve the industry well. We look 
forward to all that they will accomplish.

Jackson Dahl
Jackson Dahl recently graduated from the 

Northeastern Nevada Virtual Academy and will 
be attending Brigham Young University, Idaho 
where he will be pursuing a degree in Agricultur-
al Business. Jackson is actively involved in his 
family’s cattle ranch as well as the Ruby Valley 
4-H Club and Wells FFA. He hopes to return to 
his family’s ranch upon completion of his Agri-
cultural Business degree with an understanding 
of sound business practices that will guide his 
family’s operation for generations to come.

Madison Wachtel
Madison Wachtel recently graduated from 

Wells High School and will be attending the 
University of Minnesota, Crookston later this 
fall to pursue a degree in Agriculture Education. 
Madison has been actively engaged in several 
organizations throughout her high school career 
including FFA, 4-H, and the American Quarter 
Horse Youth Association. While earning her 
degree, Madison plans to ride for the school’s 
Division 2 National Collegiate Equestrian Asso-
ciation’s western team. After earning her degree, 
she hopes to become a teacher and FFA Advisor.

Anthony Barnes
Anthony Barnes is currently attending Colora-

do State University where he is majoring in An-
imal Science and Agricultural Business. During 
his college career, Anthony has been a part of the 
CSU Livestock Judging Team and an active mem-
ber of the Alpha Gama Rho Fraternity where he 
serves as the chapter’s scholarship chair. An-
thony looks forward to returning to his family’s 
ranch after graduating utilizing the tools, knowl-
edge, and networking gained during his college 
career to increase awareness among producers, 
consumers, and political leaders about the issues 
the agriculture industry is facing.

Kerstyn Countryman
Kerstyn Countryman is currently attending 

the University of Nevada, Reno where she ma-
jors in Veterinary Science. Growing up on her 
family ranch sparked her passion for caring for 
animals. Kerstyn will be beginning the Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine program later this fall at 
Cornell University’s College of Veterinary Med-
icine. Upon completion of her DVM, she plans 
to complete a few internships and a residency to 
become board certified in neurology and hopes 
to complete her Ph.D. so she can teach while 
completing research. Kerstyn ultimately plans 
to conduct neurological research on cattle to 
improve cattle management practices as well as 
clinical neurology on equine and small animals.
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NCBA Summer 
Business Meeting

—  July 24 – 26, 2023  —

San Diego, CA 

Hyatt Manchester Hotel

1 Market Place

NCA Summer Board Meeting

—  July 28, 2023  —

Elko, Nevada 

NCA Headquarters 

542 Commercial Street, Suite 2A

Public Lands Council 
Annual Meeting

—  September 5 – 7, 2023  —

Pendleton, OR

Pendleton Convention Center

Nevada Cattlemen’s Association 
88th Annual Convention

—  November 16 – 18, 2023  —

Winnemucca, NV

Winnemucca Conventions Center 

50 W. Winnemucca Blvd.

Upcoming Events

“Prevention of wasteful use 
of a resource.” That defi-

nition of conservation from my 
Oxford dictionary is what Rancher’s 

must practice to stay in business. It’s per-
quisite of ranching that we get to enjoy the wildlife that ben-
efits from our conservation practices. The Bureau of Land 
Management recently proposed a rule towards conservation 
of our public lands. We should be all about that. We should 
be thrilled that conservation and all other recognized uses 
of public lands will be on equal footing, as livestock grazing 
often is not on equal footing with other uses. The proposal 
is concerning though. I could fill this entire publication 
with concerns, but to save some trees, I’ll pare them down 
to three:

#1 Collaboration. We are to believe that the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act compels the BLM to roll out this 
rule in the fashion they did. It’s mind-boggling that a piece 
of policy of this scope only requires a short comment period 

of input.
#2 Unintended consequences. Also mind-boggling is the 

number of collaborative groups that exist in the West now. 
A thing they pretty much all have in common is that they 
exist to try to figure out creative solutions to navigate the 
unintended consequences of policy. To be sure, obstructive 
groups that profit from litigating agencies see a lot of oppor-
tunity in this proposal and that will lead to unintended con-
sequences that will lead to the opposite of this proposal and 
further tie the hands of our agency folks, and likely reduce 
all other access to our public lands.

#3 Capacity. The Bureau of Land Management hasn’t the 
capacity to do the work they have in front of them right now. 
There are so many layers of policy they have to navigate that 
it’s nearly impossible to get anything done.

This proposal may be the best example of why your mem-
bership in the Nevada Cattlemen’s Association is so import-
ant. Rest assured; we will be putting all our resources on 
this one.

Jon Griggs, President, Nevada Cattlemen’s Association

President’s Perspective

Nevada News

Official Publication of the

Nevada Cattlemen’s Association
P.O. Box 310, Elko, NV 89803‑310  |  775‑738‑9214

•	Cross L Ranches 
LLC, Lucas Leavitt

•	Diablo Valley Angus, 
Dennis Lopez

Membership

We would like to thank the 
following people for joining or 

renewing their membership with 
Nevada Cattlemen’s Association 

between May 24 and June 22, 2023. 
(New members are in bold.)

Dr. Mundschenk Announced 
as New State Veterinarian

SPARKS—The Nevada Department of Agriculture (NDA) 
welcomes Dr. Peter Mundschenk, DVM, as the new State 
Veterinarian. Dr. Mundschenk will be joining the NDA from 
the Pima Medical Institute, and previously served as State 
Veterinarian for the Arizona Department of Agriculture.

“Dr. Mundschenk has a thorough background in veterinary 
medicine, disease management and regulatory enforce-
ment,” said NDA Director J.J. Goicoechea. “We look forward 
to having someone with his skillset joining us at the NDA.”

Dr. Mundschenk received his Doctorate in Veterinary Med-
icine from Washington State University. He has been a mem-
ber of and served on various veterinary medical associations 
and committees. His background includes serving as a Medi-
cal Director for a veterinary hospital, Director of Regulatory 
Affairs for the California Veterinary Medical Association, 
Assistant State Veterinarian and State Veterinarian for the 
Arizona Department of Agriculture, and Lead DVM and Vet-
erinary Technician Instructor for the Pima Media Institute.

NevadaCattlemen.org     |     nca@nevadabeef.org

Jon Griggs, President | Hanes Holman, Pres.-Elect  
Dave Baker, 1st Vice Pres. | Pam Morrison, 2nd Vice Pres.

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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Nevada News

New Entry Requirements for Livestock 
to Prevent Spread of Animal Disease

Vesicular Stomatitis Virus has been confirmed in animals in California
SPARKS—The Nevada Department of Agriculture (NDA) has issued new health 

certificate requirements for horses, cattle, swine, sheep and goats entering Neva-
da. Any livestock animal from a state where Vesicular Stomatitis Virus (VSV) has 
been diagnosed or visiting an infected state and then returning to Nevada, must 
be accompanied by a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) noting them to be 
free of signs of VSV.

“Protecting our animal industry is our top priority,” said NDA Director J.J. 
Goicoechea, DVM. “It’s important that we monitor for these animal diseases and 
take action, including issuing new entry requirements, to prevent impacts to an-
imals and our agriculture industry.”

VSV is a viral disease that can cause blisters on horses, cattle, swine, sheep and 
goats. While it can be spread to humans and it’s important to use personal pro-
tective equipment and practice good sanitation when handling infected animals, 
there are currently no active cases in Nevada.

Animal owners should work with their CVI-issuing veterinarian to ensure 

these new entry requirements are being met. The full requirements are available 
on the NDA website and read:

NEW ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR STATES 
WITH VSV DIAGNOSIS 5/19/2023

Currently, all horses, cattle, swine, sheep, and goats from a state where Vesicu-
lar Stomatitis Virus (VSV) has been diagnosed, or visiting an infected state and 
then returning to Nevada, except those moving directly to slaughter, must be 
accompanied by a CVI that includes the statement:

“I have examined all the animals identified on this certificate within seven (7) 
days of shipment date and have found them to be free from signs of Vesicular 
Stomatitis Virus (VSV). During the last fourteen (14) days, these animals have 
not been exposed to VSV nor located on a VSV confirmed or a VSV suspected 
premises.”

Learn more at agri.nv.gov.
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Nevada News

USDA Designates 13 Nevada Counties 
as Primary Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit 
to producers recovering from natural disasters through 
emergency loans. Emergency loans can be used to meet var-
ious recovery needs including the replacement of essential 
items such as equipment or livestock, reorganization of a 
farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. FSA will 
review the loans based on the extent of losses, security avail-
able, and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suf-
fered from a drought intensity value during the growing sea-
son of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive weeks 
or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Nevada

Triggering Disaster: Drought (fast Track)

Application Deadline: November 17, 2023

Primary Counties Eligible: Churchill, Clark, Elko, Es-

meralda, Eureka, Humboldt, Lander, Lincoln, Lyon, 
Nye, Pershing, Washoe, White Pine

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible:
Nevada: Douglas, Mineral, Storey, Carson City
Additional States:

Arizona: Mohave
California: Inyo, Lassen, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plac-

er, San Bernardino, Sierra
Idaho: Cassia, Owyhee, Twin Falls
Oregon: Harney Lake, Malheur
Utah: Beaver, Box Elder, Iron, Juab, Millard, Tooele, 

Washington

More Resources
On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, 

Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assis-
tance Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 
To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available 
programs, contact your local USDA Service Center

From the High Desert to The Hill
Join Good Grazing Makes Cent$ for Discussion on Public Grazing Regulatory Changes

RENO, NEVADA – Public lands ranchers will have the op-
portunity to communicate face to face with federal agency 
administrators in Reno, Nevada on Tuesday, July 11, 2023, 
during an event hosted by Good Grazing Makes Cent$.

Slated for conversation are important issues like the Bu-
reau of Land Management’s (BLM) proposed Public Lands 
Rule, potential grazing regulation changes, and how pub-
lic lands grazers can benefit from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) risk management and disaster aid 
programs.

Attendees will be able to ask questions and share concerns 
with top agency leaders including BLM Senior Policy Advisor 
Errol Rice and USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Adminis-
trator Zach Ducheneaux.

BLM’s Rice, a Montana native, helps guide the BLM’s out-
reach and policy on grazing and investments in restoration. 
Rice has significant experience in agriculture, ranching and 
renewable energy and works with clients in the agribusiness, 
agriculture technology and renewable sector to navigate the 
supply chain, government, climate, profit, risk, and strategy.

Ducheneaux was appointed FSA Administrator in 2021 
and has since provided leadership and direction on agricul-
tural policy, administering loan programs, and managing 
conservation, commodity, disaster, and farm marketing pro-

grams through a national network of offices. Originally from 
South Dakota, his family still operates a multi-generation 
ranch on the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation.

Rounding out the morning, David Hillis, Principal Engi-
neer at Turnipseed Engineering, LTD, will share important 
information on water right analysis and management. 
Turnipseed Engineering specializes in Nevada Water Rights 
Engineering and water resources, assisting ranchers in the 
region with water rights management, mapping services 
and more.

The event will take place at the Silver Legacy Resort Casino 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. (PDT). More information, including 
registration, online streaming links, and a detailed schedule 
can be found at goodgrazing.org/high- desert-to-the-hill. 
The event is hosted in conjunction with GGMC affiliated 
partner, the U.S. Cattlemen’s Association, at their Summer 
Business Meeting.

ABOUT GOOD GRAZING MAKES CENT$: Good Grazing 
Makes Cent$, a program of the Society for Range Manage-
ment, aims to provide practical, applicable, and economically 
feasible range management solutions which can ultimately 
improve productivity of the land and the bottom dollar of the 
ranch through conversation and collaboration between range 
scientists and ranchers. Learn more at goodgrazing.org.

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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Your
Trusted
Representatives
in

Livestock
Marketing

Watch all of our sales on 
wvmcattle.com

Follow us

Contact Us
(530) 347-3793
wvm@wvmcattle.com
www.wvmcattle.com

Upcoming Sales

Monday-Tuesday,
August 14-15
Consignment Deadline: July 27
Little America, Cheyenne, WY

Tuesday,
September 12
Consignment Deadline: August 24
Haythorn Ranch, Ogallala, NE
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Industry News

Reports Detailing 2022 National Beef Quality Audit 
Results Now Available

CENTENNIAL, Colo. (June 22, 2023) – Approximately every five 
years, the beef cattle industry undergoes a National Beef Quality 
Audit (NBQA), funded by the Beef Checkoff, to help determine 
quality conformance of the U.S. beef supply. Reports detailing 2022 
NBQA results are now available at www.bqa.org. The Market Cows 
and Bulls and Fed Cattle reports outline where the beef supply chain 
is making positive changes as well as areas for improvement.

“The NBQA gives us an idea of what we need to be focusing on 
as an industry,” said Dr. Trey Patterson, CEO of Padlock Ranch and chair of the 
Beef Quality Assurance Advisory Group. “We can celebrate successes in safety, 

quality and efficiency and we can challenge ourselves on what we 
can do better.”

Since 1991, the NBQA provides an understanding of what quality 
means to the various industry sectors, and the value of those qual-
ity attributes. This research helps the industry make modifications 
necessary to increase the value of its products.

The findings from the 2022 NBQA serve to improve quality, mini-
mize economic loss, and aid in advancements in producer education 

for the U.S. beef industry. The 2022 NBQA provides valuable information about 
the production of live cattle into beef carcasses and serves as a benchmark for the 
beef industry.

The NBQA remains an important measure for the U.S. beef industry as it strives 
to improve quality and consumer demand. Results from the 2022 NBQA can be 
utilized by all segments of beef production to improve upon current management 
practices and implement innovative techniques ultimately enhancing consisten-
cy and quality of cattle and beef products across the U.S. beef supply chain.

For more information about the 2022 National Beef Quality Audit and to read 
the reports, visit the Beef Quality Assurance website at www.bqa.org. A special 
episode of Cattlemen to Cattlemen highlighting 2022 NBQA results is available 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8N9FvdDa4k.

Cowboy Arts
Gear Museum

&

542 Commercial Street ✦ Elko, Nevada

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10-5 ✦ Free Admission
Donations always accepted! ✦ 775-389-1713

Showcasing the rich history, culture and traditions of the
American Cowboy, connecting the past to the present

Located in G.S. Garcia’s 1907 Saddle Shop
Saddles, Bits, and Spurs from many makers on display!

Guardians of the western tradition — preserving theGuardians of the western tradition — preserving the
heritage & craftsmanship of the cowboy of the American Westheritage & craftsmanship of the cowboy of the American West

Registration Opens for 
55th PLC Annual Meeting

WASHINGTON (June 20, 2023) — 
Registration is now open for the Public 
Lands Council’s (PLC) 55th Annual 
Meeting to be held September 5-7, 
2023, in Pendleton, Oregon. “PLC An-
nual Meeting is where federal lands 
ranchers reflect on the past year and 
formulate policy for the year ahead. As 
an industry, we make the commitment 
to come together to build a strong pol-
icy outlook for federal land ranching, 
and make sure we’re all coordinated 

when facing attacks to our families and livelihoods,” said PLC President Mark 
Roeber. “I am excited to have our 55th Annual Meeting against the backdrop 
of the Pendleton Round-Up Rodeo. I can think of no better way to highlight the 
commitment to tradition, stewardship, and enduring history than to combine the 
55 years of the Public Lands Council’s leadership and the century of culture and 
entertainment at the Round-Up.”

PLC is the only national organization dedicated solely to representing the inter-
ests and perspectives of cattle and sheep producers who utilize federal lands and 
grazing permits as part of their operations. Each year, the PLC Annual Meeting 
brings these producers together, and provides a forum for them to discuss current 
issues and emerging opportunities with federal agencies, industry partners, and 
Congressional leadership. This year’s conference combines policy priorities with 
the fun and excitement of the rodeo, as attendees craft policy solutions that will 
shape the future of the industry.

PLC Annual Meeting is back to being a fully an in-person event. Registration 
for the full, three-day event is $400, with discounted rates available for family 
members, students, and media. PLC has secured hotel blocks for attendees at the 
Holiday Inn Express and the Best Western Inn in Pendleton. These hotel blocks 
will close August 4, 2023.

Join PLC as we “Post Up in Pendleton” for another year of protecting public 
lands ranching.

Please visit https://publiclandscouncil.org/?event=2023-annual-meeting& 
event_date=2023-09-05 for more details and to register.

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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NCBA News

For Just $19 a Month
By Colin Woodall, NCBA CEO

You have all seen the commercials on television where images of abused and 
neglected animals tug at the heart strings. After illustrating the plight of these 
mistreated dogs and cats, a calm voice implores you to help them by simply donat-
ing $19 a month. While several activist groups utilize this fund-raising method, 
the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) seems to 

saturate the airwaves. According to the Center for the Environment and Welfare, 
ASPCA’s dirty little secret is they only spend 3% of their annual budget support-
ing local pet shelters. So, where does the rest of it go?

According to CharityWatch, almost half of ASPCA’s annual budget actually 
goes to the overhead required to run the organization. They have more than $500 
million in total assets, including $11 million offshore in the Caribbean. If you 
are trying to help animals, why do you need to keep some of your money in off-
shore accounts? Well, since they settled a racketeering lawsuit filed against them 
alleging they paid a witness who lied in court proceedings, it becomes clear their 
actions are not as noble as they advertise. ASPCA is using their money to advance 
their political agenda, and that is why you find them supporting legislation such 
as Senator Cory Booker’s Industrial Agriculture Accountability Act that attacks 
feedlots.

Last month I wrote about the Opportunities for Fairness in Farming Act, bet-
ter known as the OFF Act, which is also sponsored by Senator Booker. This is a 
piece of legislation attacking the Beef Checkoff and is being supported by many 
animal activist groups, including ASPCA. It is also a fitting example of the activist 
community’s strategy to find new ways to attack cattle producers. These groups 
have realized extreme methods and messaging, like the kind you see employed by 
PETA, do not resonate with the majority of Congress. They also know efforts to 
ban meat production or consumption are never going to make it into law. So, they 

Selling all classes of livestock:
CATTLE  HORSES  SHEEP  GOATS  PIGS

2055 Trento Lane,
Fallon, Nevada
775-867-2020

Tommy Lee, Owner
(775) 867-2020  •  (775) 741-4523

 fallonlivestock.com

Check for
Team Roping Events!

Fallon Livestock, LLC is the Key Market for Nevada Livestock Producers!

Home of the
Silver State Classic Special Calf and Yearling Sale

held every December
sponsored by the Nevada Ca� lemen’s Association

Roping and Squeeze Chutes,
Smarty and Heelomatic

Roping Dummies in Stock
S&S Tack Shop 559-779-5856

Sheep Goats and Pigs sell at 11:00 AM  Cattle and Horses 1:00 PM

TUSCARORA
FARM/RANCH PROPERTY

561.9 Deeded acres with 295 acres of Surface Water Rights
overlapped with 295 acres of underground water rights.

Has a 164 Acre center pivot on it. Pivot is fed by surface water early in the 
season and by a well in later part. Also has a 3400 sq. ft. shop building and has 

an older mobile home with water and septic. Priced to sell at $2,279,258

2019 Land Realtor of America:
Given to only one Realtor in America each year by Realtor’s Land Institute

  Paul Bottari, Paul Bottari, Lic # B015476Lic # B015476 • 775-752-0952 • 775-752-0952
Broker, Realtor, ALC, GRI  Accredited Land ConsultantBroker, Realtor, ALC, GRI  Accredited Land Consultant

Bottari & Associates RealtyBottari & Associates Realty
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NCBA News

Sam E. Monteleone
Water Rights Consultant

775-843-4419

oldnevadanwater@gmail.com

Water Rights Services
• Water Rights Applications
• Proof of Completions
• Proof of Benefi cial Use

• Claims of Vested Rights 
• Extensions
• Reports of Conveyance

FREE WATER RIGHTS OWNERSHIP REVIEW

“Watering the West”

Office: (775) 738-2677
Fax: (775) 738-2367

www.bosstanks.com
7861 E. Idaho St.  •   P.O. Box 70  •  Elko, NV 89803

went back and developed a better plan to come after us and achieve their goals of 
reducing, and ultimately eliminating, meat consumption.

The activist strategy is now focused on supporting legislation, rules and regula-
tions that make it harder on us as producers to raise cattle and run our operations. 
For example, coalitions of these groups support EPA’s WOTUS proposal. WOTUS 
has nothing to do with animal welfare, but it definitely would make it harder on us 
to operate as we always have. They support the OFF Act because they know it will 
hurt beef research and promotion to a point where the Beef Checkoff is no longer 
effective at building beef demand. Over the years, we have seen them support 
many proposals that would only result in weakening our industry. It is by design, 
and they have been successful in getting groups like R-CALF to help support their 
efforts as a way to claim they are really taking these actions to protect producers. 
We know better than that.

In an attempt to appeal to the mainstream public, we now find these activists 
trying to hijack legitimate groups to get more support. Earlier this spring, we 
discovered the traditionally conservative group Freedom Works had hired known 
animal activist Marty Irby as their Chief Operating Officer. Instead of fighting big 
government, they were now supporting legislation like the OFF Act. My thanks to 
all of you who attended our Legislative Conference in April and went to the Hill 
to expose Irby’s masquerade. Due to your efforts, I am pleased to announce he is 
no longer employed by Freedom Works.

The animal activists also have strong Political Action Committees (PACs) and 
are supporting Democrats and Republicans in an effort to gain support for their 
agenda. We have been disturbed to see some of the Members of Congress who 

have taken activist PAC checks. These activists are well-funded, coordinated, 
smart, dangerous, and they are not going away. We will continue to fight back, but 
we need your help. Call your representative and two senators and tell them to stay 
away from the OFF Act. We also need to make it harder for these groups to keep 
raising the money they do. As I write this article, the top petition on the website 
change.org is one to tell ASPCA to “stop hoarding money instead of helping local 
shelters.” Go to change.org and sign the petition so we can make them scramble 
and think twice before they take us on again.

www.nevadacattlemen.org
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NEVADA’S PREMIER 
WATER RIGHTS 

ENGINEERING COMPANY
We provide a wide range of water right and resource development 

services that can be customized to meet your needs.
Our team works directly with you to develop the best solution for 

your farm, ranch, business or home.

WATER RIGHTS PROJECTS
APPLICATIONS & EXTENSIONS

WATER RIGHT IDENTIFICATION & ANALYSIS
PROOF OF BENEFICIAL USE

GROUND & SURFACE WATER MAPPING
BUYER/SELLER/OWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE

OWNERSHIP TRANSFER
WATER RIGHT LITIGATION SUPPORT

www.turnipseedengineering.com 

SERVING ALL OF NEVADA                    

 David G. Hillis, Jr., P.E.

775-885-2101  
Carson City, Nevada  

Serving Nevada 
Since 2004
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NCBA News

Cutting Through the Carbon Clutter
By the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association

Cattle producers know the importance of managing land and water resources 
and how their practices affect efficiency, the environment and their bottom line. 
Carbon markets may offer an opportunity to capture additional income through 
climate-smart practices. A recent Cattlemen’s Webinar Series event cut through 
the carbon clutter to provide insights on how to enter the wild, wild west of carbon 
markets.

Nicole Buckley Biggs, PhD, director of sustain-
ability for AgriWebb, says that practices such as 
genetics and breeding, animal health, optimized 
feed, feed additives, grazing management, tree 
planting, and compost application, among oth-
ers, can help sequester and drawdown carbon, 
opening the door to be paid for adopting these 
climate-smart practices. According to Biggs, there 
are four approaches to sustainability revenue including government programs 
such as subsidies and technical assistance; credit markets for biodiversity and car-
bon credits; price premiums for certifications and carbon insetting; and financial 
lender support through project loans and improved financing.

USDA’s new Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities grant is a recent 
example of government programs. According to its website, USDA is investing 
$3.1 billion in 141 projects that will “provide technical and financial assistance to 
producers to implement climate-smart production practices on a voluntary basis 
on working lands; pilot innovative and cost-effective methods for quantification, 
monitoring, reporting and verification of greenhouse gas benefits; and develop 
markets and promote the resulting climate-smart commodities.”

Kevin Kester, past NCBA president and California rancher, would like to see 
more grant dollars dedicated to rangeland research to determine profitable prop-
ositions for the climate, society and ranchers. Pilot projects could help clarify car-
bon questions and lead to a better understanding of how production practices af-
fect soil carbon. If a rancher changes practices, what impact do they have and how 
can potential changes in soil carbon be predicted? Additional research would also 
give third parties the information needed to conduct audits and validate claims.

Biggs points out that producers have choices when it comes to selecting carbon 
projects, however, there are differences to be aware of as well as restrictions. For 
example, producers can either sell offsets or low-carbon beef, but not both.

“The reason for this is that when you sell a carbon offset, you are selling the 
right to claim that carbon benefit to another entity,” said Biggs. “The other par-
ty receives the credit, and it can no longer be attached to the producer’s land or 
livestock.”

Carbon offsets technically permit businesses to pollute. Cattle producers im-
plement climate-smart practices on their operation then companies buy and use 
the credit. Many carbon offsets are sold to companies outside the cattle industry.

One option to keep carbon credits flowing through the beef supply chain is car-
bon insetting. Through insetting, companies invest in their own source farms to 
reduce their carbon footprint instead of buying offsets from a different industry. 
According to Biggs, while insetting can build public trust, the premium price to be 
paid is yet to be determined.

A barrier for producers is that many markets only incentivize new practices, but 
Kester wants to ensure that producers are rewarded for positive practices already 
in place.

“If somebody has been doing good for the environment by sequestering carbon, 
they should get credit for that whenever they enter a contract,” said Kester. “From 

a policy standpoint, I’m going to try to change that mindset as we go forward be-
cause if you want to get ranchers engaged, they should get credit for the good they 
are doing for the environment and society.”

Most cattle producers are waiting for more information before making decisions 
about carbon markets, however, participating in any carbon project requires data 

collection and recordkeeping to monitor improve-
ments. Basic records such as livestock numbers, 
sales and purchases of animals, feed and forage 
amounts, grazing movements and feed additives are 
generally required to participate in carbon projects.

“Even if you decide to wait, it’s not too early to 
collect data and be ready for a market when it is right 
for you,” said Chad Ellis, CEO of Texas Ag Land and 
Trust.

When entering into a carbon market agreement, Ellis suggests, as with any con-
tract, have an attorney review it and understand what is required. He also says it 
is important to make sure the producer maintains ownership of the data collected.

“It is good practice to keep records and track information,” says Ellis. “I really 
believe there’s value in that data, especially on grazing lands, and that you can get 
paid for that data in the future.”

Webinar presenters agree that producers need to take the time to do the re-
search before entering carbon market agreements, and decisions on which carbon 
projects to undertake need to be based on what makes the most sense for the 
operation and family members.

“Patience and playing the waiting game are good things and it doesn’t mean that 
you’re behind,” said Biggs. “It means you are evaluating risk and looking at the 
long-term view to determine what makes sense for you and your family.”

Biggs encourages producers to select projects that improve productivity, effi-
ciency and resilience to climate events.

“Don’t join a carbon market just for the money,” she says. “The project should 
fit your goals and improve the long-term outlook for the next generation taking 
over your operation.”

Ultimately, everyone should benefit from carbon markets, because “Conserva-
tion without compensation is only a conversation,” concluded Ellis.

For more information about carbon markets and to watch the webinar, visit 
www.ncba.org/producers.

“I really believe there’s value in that data, 

especially on grazing lands, and that you 

can get paid for that data in the future.”
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Nevada Beef Council Update — July 2023
Your Checkoff Dollars at Work

By Allie Herring

When it comes to beef promotion in Nevada, the Nevada Beef 
Council (NBC) understands how important it is to maximize 

the impact of Beef Checkoff dollars within the state. They also un-
derstand how hard Nevada producers work to produce quality beef. 
Because of this, the NBC strives to stretch beef checkoff dollars as far 
as possible, providing its producers with the most bang for their buck. 
Since half of every dollar collected is sent to the National Beef Check-
off at the Cattlemen’s Beef Board (CBB), one way they can help stretch 
state dollars is to partner with the CBB and its contractors.

On behalf of the National Beef Checkoff, the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association (NCBA) has kicked off a Western States Regional 
Campaign, which runs from June to August. The campaign capital-
izes on the peak summer grilling season, when cooking outdoors is 
a mainstay for many consumers. It aims to inspire consumers in the 
Western U.S. to choose beef for their outdoor grilling meals and prior-
itize beef as their top protein choice over other meats and plant-based 
proteins. The campaign mirrors the national Beef. It’s What’s For Din-
ner. (BIWFD) Summer Grilling Anthem Campaign, which is taking 

place at the same time.
The Western States Regional Campaign includes audio streaming 

ads on platforms such as iHeart, Spotify, and Pandora; connected TV 
ads on popular channels such as ESPN, HGTV, Discovery, and Food 
Network; and native advertising, which involves placing existing 
BIWFD content and article links on popular and reputable news, en-
vironment, health and fitness, and food-related websites. The audio, 
video, and digital ads are targeted at highly populated urban areas in 
California, Arizona, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Mon-
tana. However, the campaign is funded by state beef councils from 
Iowa, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Montana. In Nevada, the cam-
paign plans to mainly target the Las Vegas population.

Funding for this campaign aims to keep beef top-of-mind for Nevada 
consumers during the summer grilling months, while enabling the 
Nevada Beef Council to utilize state-level producer checkoff dollars 
in other areas. So, get ready to fire up the grill, Nevada. This sizzling 
campaign is set to make beef the star of summer, keeping Nevada con-
sumers hungry for beef all season long!

Western States Campaign


